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Influence of emotion evokes on secondary social sharing of Disinformation
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With the spread of social media, it has become possible for anyone to transmit and share information. On the other hand, the credibility of
information has become a major issue, and Disinformation has been defined as an element of information pollution. This study aims to clarify
the mechanism of the diffusion of Disinformation on social media, which will lead to effective countermeasures against Disinformation. In
particular, the author decided to focus on evoking people's emotions from information, because the Disinformation that spread widely was the
one that incited emotions. This study predicted that emotional information would influence authenticity judgments (believe/unbelieve) and
secondary social sharing (share/not share) ,and tested these predictions in an experiment. The results of the experiment showed that
Disinformation evoked strong feelings of anger in many participants. Such strong and anger emotions were more likely than other ones to be
believed and shared by the participants. In addition, they tended to respond that they would share them regardless of the authenticity
judgment. Therefore, it was confirmed that Disinformation that strongly evokes people's emotions is likely to promote secondary social sharing,

even if the information is actually false, inaccurate, or misleading.
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