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A Study for Understanding the Actual Activities of Social Bots in Japan
—BE - IRXRTLADRE « BEREF 2T 1 KEREAZF

Abstract

In recent years, the spread of disinformation has become an issue against the backdrop of the spread of social
network services. Social bots are sometimes created to spread disinformation and manipulate public opinion, and
it is necessary to detect them as early as possible when they are active with such a purpose. In this study, | focus
on the former Prime Minister Abe’s state funeral as a high-profile political event, and analyze the accounts that
tweeted about the event. As a result, | found that the percentage of accounts that tweeted about the event was
larger than that of the 2016 U.S. presidential election, which is a representative case of the influence of social
bots. In addition, we discuss specific methods and perspectives for future research on social bots activity.
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