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A Study on Interventions to Reduce the Sharing of Information Perceived as Inaccurate on Social Media
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This study aims to evaluate an intervention to reduce the sharing of information that social media users recognize as inaccura
te. Previous interventions against disinformation have primarily targeted factors such as the belief that fake news is true or in
attention to information accuracy. However, interventions specifically addressing the sharing of information that users explici
tly recognize as inaccurate have not yet been proposed. This study first focused on the existing explanatory model of such sh
aring mechanisms and confirmed that users may sometimes share information aligned with their partisanship even when they
recognize inaccuracies in the details, as long as they perceive the core claim to be accurate. Subsequently, two interventions
were developed by referencing models of psychological mechanisms that justify morally undesirable behavior, and their effec
tiveness was verified by comparing them with an existing intervention. The results demonstrated that one of these interventio
ns significantly reduced the intention to share information recognized as inaccurate, whereas the existing intervention showe
d no significant effect. In conclusion, this study demonstrates that interventions addressing the psychological justifications f
or morally undesirable sharing are effective for suppressing the spread of information that the user recognizes as inaccurate.
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